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India is home to over a billion people and represents a wide 
spectrum of biological, cultural and geographic diversity

It is one of the world’s 17 megadiversity countries

India has identified 91 eco-cultural zones in India inhabited
by 4,635 communities, speaking 325 languages/dialects



Tourism is the largest service industry in India, with a 
contribution of 6.23% to the national GDP and 8.78% of the 
total employment in India

In the year 2009, 5.11 million foreign tourists visited India 
while the domestic tourism sector saw 650 million tourists



The Conflict:
Tourism, Conservation and the Community



Economic Aspects

There are many less favourable economic effects of tourism
such as inflation, leakages and dependency

Studies estimate that on an average, of every US$ 100 
spent on a vacation tour by a tourist from a developed 
country, only around US$ 5 actually stays in a developing
country destination's economy 

A study of tourism 'leakage' estimated that 40% of all 
money spent by tourists ended up leaving India



Social and cultural change

People living in remote, isolated
valleys have generally preserved
their cultural identities

However, improvements in
transportation and communication, 
particularly satellite 
television are affecting 
traditional social and
cultural structure



Tourism is linked to people and
depends on people

However, the current tourism
model is unable to develop 
into an economically and socially
viable option for local 
communities

Tourism has played a significant
role in privatization of common 
resources in tourism destinations,
displacement of people and forest
dwellers from their homelands to 
make way for hotels and resorts



Tourism-related activities have also made children
vulnerable to sexual and non-sexual forms of exploitation

There are also problems relating to
health, drugs, crime and trafficking of
people



Environmental Degradation

Deforestation in the 
country has increased as
a result of demand for 
firewood, extensive tree 
trimming in order to feed 
livestock, and construction
of roads in the border 
regions 



Land, water and noise pollution are necessary fallouts of unregulated 
development in tourism locations 

Also due to unregulated tourism, the environment takes a toll bearing
the brunt of heavy tourist traffic and use of natural resources often
beyond its natural carrying capacity 



Increasing pressure from tourism has accelerated pollution, and prime
tourism destinations are now polluted with refuse and sewage



Towards Responsible Tourism and Traveler’s Philanthropy



From Fugitives to Responsible Citizens

Periyar National Park, Kerala





Community based ecotourism programs are generating around 
USD 133,656 annually and providing direct employment to more than 
500 tribal families 

In 2004, a public trust called the Periyar Foundation was established
primarily to ensure the sustainability of these initiatives 

The Foundation has so far been able to conduct 25 programs for the
capacity building of the staff as well as EDC members

The Foundation has also been able to access funds (USD 33,414) 
from the Tourism Department towards improvement of tourism facilities



Manas National Park, Assam











Welcome to my Home!

Community-based Homestays in the Himalayan Region



Tso Moriri Lake, Ladakh





Empowerment through Entrepreneurship

Hodka, Gujarat









Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary, Arunachal Pradesh





Dorjee Raptan with the first Vacations-for-Conservation group                



Bugun liocichla



The Way Ahead

•External Support

•Strong Local Institutions

•Capacity Building

•Publicity and Marketing



•Documentation

•Traveler Orientation

•Experience Sharing

•Creative and Charismatic Individuals






